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Brief overview of thesis topic: Barbara Ketchum Wheaton suggests that by ‘using many recipes from 

a particular time and place one can acquire an idea of the work patterns and of the resultant 

character of the style of cooking’. The project will apply Wheaton’s structured approach of reading 

cookbooks and expand upon it to explore and analyse recipes found in Irish cookbooks from the 

post-Famine period to the end of the 20th century.   

The project will use data analysis and AI tools to organise and analyse the diverse styles of recipe text 

formats from Irish cookbooks published over the 150-year period.  An Irish Recipe database will be 

used to categorise recipes, identify trends in ingredients, and methods over time, and trace the 

publication and republication of recipes through time. An Irish Recipe knowledge graph will be used 

to integrate the recipe database with sources of Irish culinary domain knowledge in order to analyse 

existing and novel inter-relationships between the recipes, ingredients, authors and cookery 

techniques found across the cookbooks.  The research will be the first quantitative analysis of Irish 

cookbooks’ recipes on a large scale and will examine the role that Irish cookbooks have played in the 

preservation of traditional recipes and the introduction of novel recipes, ingredients and cooking 

methods. 

 

 

 

 


